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Winter utility bills might push us to

In This Section boiling point
Blaze destroys welding Experts predict gas, electric prices to climb; lack of supply,
business regulation changes to blame
McCain talks innovation, ;
e By Mary Beth Breckenridge

Beacon Journal staff writer
Obama and Clinton press
for unity in Unity, N.H. Published on Saturday, Jun 28, 2008

Winter utility bills might push
us to boiling point It looks like we'll be singing the home-energy blues again — maybe at a more

Powerful savings fevered pitch.
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Audit identifies leaks, waste The cost of natural gas is expected to rise dramatically before the next home-heating
season arrives, and electricity is poised to go up as well.

Incandescent vs. fluorescent

Computer among utility hogs
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Keep living high on the gas to the coming year's bills, he said.
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Reasons for increase p ful .
Driver sentenced to 43 years owerful savings

In fatal Ohio crash One factor affecting prices is depleted storage because of the colder-than-normal Computer among utility hogs

Howe House move set for winter, Murphy said. It used to be that natural gas utilities could replenish their
Monday supplies over the summer, when demand was low. But now they're competing with

Cable deal gives cloutto Big = gas-powered electric generating plants at the time of year when electricity demand Read about the challenge to the community
Ten peaks.

Audit identifies leaks, waste

Take the pledge
Hip feeling better, Carmona . . - .
resumes throwing program Add to that the reality that supplies of natural gas are dwindling, Ohio Consumers'

Counsel Janine Migden-Ostrander noted. Based on current technology, the United
States has only 67 years' worth of supplies that are economically feasible to recover,
she said.

State seeks exit strategy for |-
77 in Akron

Complete List >>

In addition, all of Ohio's major natural-gas utilities are seeking delivery-rate increases
to improve infrastructure and replace meters with automatic meter readers. Although
N Blogs: Migden-Ostrander pledged to make every effort to ensure that's done in the most

cost-effective way, "the writing (regarding price increases) is on the wall," she said.
Akron Gamer:

The Heldenfiles:
Friday Morning Stuff

The outlook for electricity is cloudier, but one thing is known: Starting Jan. 1, the
state is changing the way it regulates the portion of electric bills that represents the
cost of generating electricity. Electric utilities must negotiate electric security plans
with the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, and as a result, electric rates are almost
sure to go up.

Patrick McManamon:
Packing up, heading out
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Cleveland Browns:

Bentley leaves minicamp "We should be seeing electrical rate increases that are substantial," Lubinski said. Loc K 3 ﬁ
_ No one knows what will happen, he said, but he expects FirstEnergy's increase to be AKRON S
Browns Bulletin: "in the double digits." TIME WARMER CABLE STAGE

Braylon Edwards, 34th best

player in the NFL "It's certainly going to be more than the rate of inflation,” he said.
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11. price will be for next year," he said. "There's so much that's not known." - Pops with Helen Welch
& ) e
Cleveland Cavaliers: Upward trend The ﬂérﬁ%iﬂrgﬁncan 1:_-
Brian Windhorst recuperating = ' - Sunday, July & _
from illness at area hospital In the meantime, FirstEnergy has already filed for an increase in the distribution " FREE ADMISSION Start Time 7:30pm y
portion of its bills. Migden-Ostrander said the increase the company is seeking would | | i
BokBluster: . . . . . . e . i
Gun Law amount to more than $340 million for all three of its Ohio companies — Ohio Edison, :/‘ ) ,@ x‘aﬁx
the Illuminating Co. and Toledo Edison — and would increase Ohio Edison [ 3 EABLE U
Ohio Politics: customers' total bills 6 to 7 percent. However, her office is challenging more than
Friday Roundup: Seals, Polls, $300 million of that increase, she said. 155“‘* gqf Skyway Drive-Ins
Schools, RINOs, and More ?gm;m Fairlawn, Medina, Green & Stow

In the long run, the rising cost of coal because of global competition and the Click for coupon
possibility of new environmental regulations will probably increase electrical costs,
FirstEnergy's DiNicola conceded.

Akron Aeros:

Aeros set season highs in big
win; Crowe hits grand slam

Akron Zips: In the near term, though, he doesn't foresee electricity prices increasing as much as

Zips extend Porter's contract ~natural gas or gasoline.
through 2011
Regardless, home-energy prices have been on the rise the last five years, and "we

Akrocentric: don't really see that changing," said Ronnie Kweller, a spokesperson for the Alliance
An Ounce of Ezra Pound: to Save Energy, a nonprofit coalition that promotes energy efficiency. Nationwide,
Weeding the Garden of the average household is expected to spend about $2,200 this year on residential
Contemporary Poetics energy, about half of that for heating and cooling — up from about $2,100 in 2007

All Da King's Men: and $1,700 in 2004.

Liberals Offended By Second

Amendment So more than ever, energy conservation is essential, the energy experts said.
Balanced Ledger: Lubinski thinks consumers who have been complacent up to now will finally be
Feeling an NBA Draft spurred to action with this round of price increases.

Blog of Mass Destruction:

Grandiosity It's like the first time you fill up your gas tank for $100 and say, 'Oh, now | get it,

he said.
Kent State Sports:
Kennedy stands by Senderoff

Ohio Travels with Betty:

Is the submarine still at
Cleveland harbor?

Mary Beth Breckenridge is the Beacon Journal home writer. She can be reached at
330-996-3756, or at mbrecken@thebeaconjournal.com via e-mail.
Olympic Dreams - Running:
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